Robert E. Foster, Jr. was born in Gainesville, Florida in 1966.  He was raised in Lawrence, Kansas and attended Lawrence High School where he played football and was a trumpet player in the band.  His junior year in high school, he was selected to participate in the Kansas Lions CLub Band and traveled to Honolulu, Hawaii with the International Kansas Lions Cub Band.  As a senior and co-captain of the football team, he was an selected to the All -Sunflower District team and was also trumpet section leader and was a member of the 1984 McDonald's All -American High School Band.  Mr. Foster attended the University of Kansas, walked on to the football team and earned a scholarship and was a three year letterman for the varsity football team while pursuing his degree in Music Education. He earned academic honors including being selected to the Big 8 Lee Jeans Academic Team, the Philips 66 Academic All-Big 8 Team, and was an Anson Scholar Athlete/Playboy Academic All-American Team in1987. 1988, Mr. Foster signed a free agent contract with the N.F.L.'s Atlanta Falcon Football team as a long snapper for punts and fieldgoals.

Mr. Foster then chose to attend the University of Illinois where he received his Masters in Science degree in Music Education and worked with their outstanding band program. Mr. Foster also has attended the University of North Texas where he completed doctoral work in conducting with Eugene Corporon and the University of Kansas where he studied with his father, Bob Foster and completed additional graduate work.

Mr Foster is a 3rd generation band director and has taught thirteen years in the college ranks and has served as Interim-Associate Director of Bands at the University of Maryland, Associate Director of Bands at Texas Christian University, Band Director at Haskell Indian Nations University, and was Associate Director of Bands/Coordinator of the Instrumental Music Education at Tennessee Tech University. In addition to teaching at the collegiate level, he has also taught 9 years in the Eudora, Kansas and De Soto, Kansas public schools.  He is presently the Assistant Band Director at De Soto High School and Band Director at Lexington Trails Middle School.

Mr. Foster enjoys composing music and has a dozen band compositions published by Wingert-Jones Music, Curnow Music, and J.W. Pepper Music Inc..  He has written original compositions for bands of all levels and has composed several compositions for different military bands and the United States Army Band Herald Trumpets from Washington, D.C. Additionally, he has written over eighty marching band compositions and has in the last several years started writing music for brass bands.  Mr. Foster has been commissioned on numerous occassions to write original band works for middle school, high school, and collegiate ensembles. 

Mr.Foster currently is the Band Director for the Interantional Kansas Lions Club Band, serves on the Kansas John Philip Sousa Honor Band Board of Directors, and is a strong advocate and member of the Fountain City Brass Band Educational Team where he assists and arranges music for the FCYBA Youth and Academy Brass Bands in Kansas City.  He has also held memberships with the College Band Directiors National Associoin, Kansas Bandmasters Association, Kansas Music Educators Association, Tennessee Music Educators Association, Texas Music Educators Association, Kappa Kappa Psi-Tau Beta Sigma, and the K-Club (Univ. of Kansas Letterman's Club).

In his spare time, Mr. Foster enjoys lifting weight, drawing and painting musical abstracts, playing tennis, and fly fishing.  Mr Foster resides in Overland Park, Kansas with his wife, Kelley and children Dylan (13 years old), Ragan (8 years old), Harley (Bichon Frise) and Milo (Miniature Schnauzer). and Tramp (leopard gecko lizard).  
